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Department of Energy 

ALBUQUERQUE OPERATIONS 
ROCKY FLATS AREA OFFICE 

P O  BOX928 
GOLDEN COLORADO 80402-0928 

George DiCiero, City Manager 
City of Broomfield 
Number SIX Garden Office Center 
Broomfield, Colorado 80020 

DearMr DCiero 

The U S Department of Energy @OE) has rewewed your letter of June 7,1989 in whch you 
requested access authonzaaon for c e m  City of Broomfield personnel in order for them to 
collect samples from ponds whch could be released into Walnut Creek On June 8 and again 
on June 12,1989, Broodield personnel were perrmtted access to the plant m order to obtam 
the desved samples The recent sampllng performed by your staff and the CDH should meet 
the request af your letter 

Pond samples were also collected by the Colorado Department of Health (CDH) who 
announced pubhcly that no contarmnants were present above concentrahons of concern to 
public health The DOE wdl C O n M U e  to have pond samples collected pnor to and at the tune of 
Qscharge from i~ run-off detcnaon ponds rn accordance wth NPDES penrut requrements 
Addtaonal CDH samples wen collected on June 13,1989 which were spht w~th Rockwell 
In ternaaonal 

Since the Enwonmental Protecaon Agency adrmrusters the NPDES pemt for the Rocky Flats 
Plant, authonzaaons for dlschargc are whn ther adrmrustraave authonaes The DOE wll, 
however, make every effort to work unth the City of Broomfield dunng the construcaon of the 
bypass &tch Discussions w~th Mr M 7'hurber of your staff and Mr L McGovern of 
Rockwell resulted in an agreement in whch Rockwell would release a closely regulated flow u1 
order to allow only d m h  wethng up to the point of construcnon The flow rate wdl be 
controlled by the plant's Envvonment and Health Department in coodnaaon wth the City's 
Engmeenng Department. Th~s agreement is subject to EPAs authonzahon for release of water 
from the ponds and the necessity to release larger quanatles of water d weather condltons so 
warrant, in accordance wth our NPDES pemt. At present, a mnfall e x c a g  three mches 
would be sufficient to overtop the spillway burlt to protect the embankment. 

On complehon of Broomfield's dtch which would l v c n  water from Walnut Creek around 
Great Western RCSCWOK, we assume that you wdl no longer want to sample the ponds at the 
Rocky Flats Plant which dscharge mto Walnut Creek smce pond water would no longer enter 
Great Western Resewon 

Quesaons concemng this response can be k t e d  to Mr Ron Foster or Ms Candice Jierne 
of my staff at 966-2026 or 966-4888, reSpeChVdy 

Smcerely, 

Acnng Area Manager 
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